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HRRA Members Receive Prestigious Awards at VAR Legislative Conference
Chesapeake, VA — Members of the Hampton Roads REALTORS® Association (HRRA) were recognized at the recent Virginia Association of REALTORS®’ (VAR) annual awards reception at the Omni Hotel in Richmond. 
Henry Thrasher of Greenbrier Real Estate & Appraisals, Inc. in Chesapeake, VA received the 2010 Appraiser of the Year Award; presented by the Appraisal Alliance/VAR, the award recognizes an appraiser who participates in local and state association activities as a leader or volunteer; and who exemplifies a community-minded spirit through activities connected with youth and religious groups, cultural contributions, and political leadership in real estate issues. Thrasher has been an appraiser for 35 years, and been involved with the VAR Appraisal Alliance since 2001. He holds the SRA (residential designation from the Appraisal Institute), and the GAA (commercial designation from the National Association of REALTORS®). 
Charlee Gowin of Prudential Towne Realty in Virginia Beach, was presented the 2010 CRS of the Year. The CRS (Certified Residential Specialist) designation is the mark of expertise and professionalism in residential real estate sales and marketing. A real estate professional for more than 30 years, Gowin served as HRRA Chairman of the Board in 2009, when she spearheaded the "REALTORS® Have a Heart" campaign to put smoke detectors in lower income homes, and started their Young Professional Network. She currently serves as president-elect of the Virginia Chapter CRS. Gowin holds the ABR® (Accredited Buyer Agent), CRS® (Certified Residential Specialist), and GRI (Graduate REALTORS® Institute), designations.
Several HRRA members were recognized for their decades-long dedication and commitment to the REALTOR® association and their profession by being inducted into the Omega Tau Rho society.  They are:
Donald Belanger 

Chandler Crook

Thomas S. Gale, Jr.
F. Andrew Heatwole

M. Barron Kesser

Richard Olivieri

Kit Owens, CRS® GRI

Ann Randolph, ABR® CRB CRS® GRI

Wayne Russell, ABR® CRS® GRI

Leo Swanson

Joyce Witt

ABOUT HRRA


Hampton Roads REALTORS® Association (HRRA) is a non-profit organization whose mission is to enhance the ability of REALTORS® throughout Eastern Virginia to achieve business success in an ethical and professional manner, and to protect and preserve private property rights. For more information please visit www.CenterForRealEstate.com.
HRRA is managed by Organization Management Group, Inc. (OMG). OMG is an outstanding provider of management services to for-profit and non-profit organizations. OMG is one of only 16 association management companies in the world to receive the prestigious Charter Accreditation through the AMC Institute. For additional information on OMG, visit www.ManageGroup.com or contact President Mike Reitelbach at 757-473-8701.
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